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Summer Sermon Series: Questions from God

A question can be straightforward and simple, and yet possess great power
to reveal things we’ve never thought of before or to move our lives into
exciting new seasons. This summer’s preaching series is centered around
questions. I know we’ve dealt with questions in two prior summer sermon
series — questions WE asked God. Well, this summer, get ready! The
tables are turning, and God gets his turn to ask US the questions.

Often we view the Bible as a book of answers for all our questions about
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life. We think it’s supposed to provide us with solutions to all our
dilemmas and problems. But what if God wanted us to come to a further,
deeper understanding that his written word is full of questions he asks of
us? Questions that he hopes we’ll take the time to answer.

Why would God ask us questions? Maybe because he really wants to
know what we think. Maybe it’s because he also wants us to move in
deeper ways in our relationship with him so that it’s not just US asking all
the questions. There must be times when God thinks, “You have all your
questions for me, but how about you start listening to the questions I have
for you?”

(Continued on pg. 3)

Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer. (See
Romans 1:9b). You are hereby given the name of someone we ask you to pray for
until you receive your next Presby Press.

You are encouraged to contact that person with a card, note, phone call or
personal visit so they know you are praying for them this month. Be assured
that your name is being given to another to also pray for you this month.

May God's richest blessings be with you always!
Yours in Christ, Discipleship Committee
Please clip this reminder & post it to remind you to pray for:
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SESSION NEWS

M ay 2010 Pastor
JohnW. Walker
Session held its regular monthly meeting on May 18th, 2010. jwalker@ottawafirstpres.org

The Mission Committee made a motion to have a fundraiser during the Scout
Homecoming being held on June 11, 12 & 13, 2010, to raise money for this
year’s adult Guatemala Mission trip. The motion was carried by Session
vote.

Church Secretary
Dianne Jamison

Jim Keely made a motion to add another Elder to this year’s Nominating fpcone(@ottawafirstpres.org

Committee. Tina Watt seconded the motion. Elder Bruce Smith volunteered

for the position. The motion was carried by Session vote. Treasurer
Jim Keely made a motion that Session accept the resignation of Jan Linde- Betty Angus
man due to health reasons. The motion was seconded by Dave Farrell and

carried by Session vote. The Clerk was asked to send Jan a letter, thanking Westminster
him for his service. Choir Director
The Scholarship Committee made a motion to approve the students that will Lloyd Chapman
receive scholarships this year. The students are Matthew Walker, Tyler Lloyd@udnet.net

White, Randy Ehret, Coree Woltering, Rebecca Gaspar and Adam LeRette.
They will each receive $425.00. The motion was carried by Session vote.

Organist
Respectfully Submitted, Diane Chapman
Steve Burris
Clerk MusicTeam Leader
Mike Stohr
U N G W W W ww T
@ Accompanist
Gail Cross

First Presbyterian Church of Ottawa Cookbook

Still simmering............c.....

Have you gotten your favorite recipes to Tina? s Pty P el el

. . . . . monthly by
(e-mail 1960tinaw@mchsi.com, or, leave in my box in the church office.)
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First Presbyterian Church
114 E. Jefferson St., Ottawa, IL
61350
Telephone 815-433-1045

Note:

Monday of the month.
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Our Elders are
committed

to serving.

Nathalie Schmidt
(Worship)
433-0175

Lori Trolinger
(Discipleship)
795-6791

Mark Turek
(Trustee)
431-0093

Steve Burris
(Trustee)
481-9830

Cindy Arjes
(Mission)
915-1159

Mary Lou Smith
(Discipleship)
795-5925

Steve Burris
(Clerk of Session)
481-9830

Jim Keely

(Administration & Personnel)

433-0868

Bruce Smith

(Deacon)
795-5925

Dave Farrell
(Worship)
252-2351

Tina Watt
(Fellowship & Outreach)

Dick Sellars
(Trustee)
434-7633

Jackie Bean
(Fellowship & Outreach)
434-3380
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(Continued from pg. 1)

God asks questions of us because he cares about having a conversational
relationship with each of us. He directs his questions toward us to draw us
into deeper sharing and intimacy with him. God’s questions give us the
dignity to honestly wrestle with the issues of utmost importance in life rather
than simply giving us the answers. God asks us questions because he truly
knows the best questions we need to be asked in order to be transformed by
his life-giving truth. Over and over again Jesus applied questions to the lives
of the people he loved. He used questions to help them know him more fully
and to be more fully alive. Here are some of the questions God asks of us in
the Bible:

eWhere are you?

eWhere is your brother?

eWhat is your name?

eWhat are you looking for?

eWho do you say that [ am?

eDo you want to get well?

eDo you understand what I have done for you?

Listening to God’s questions - that’s what we’re going to do in worship each
week this summer. I’m excited because I think it’ll have the potential to
greatly impact our journey with God as we let his questions come to us from
his word and think seriously about how we’ll answer him.

Looking forward to Summer Worship with you,
Pastor John Walker
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Celebrate with Brian & Tina Watt
as they renew their marriage vows June 6!

Immediately after worship on Sunday, June 6, any who want

are invited to remain in the sanctuary for a brief service of
Renewal of Marriage Vows for Brian and Tina Watt. After the
ceremony, our regular fellowship time in Scott Hall will include a
community celebration with Brian and Tina and their family with
a special cake and other goodies.

Please join with them in this joyous moment!




News from the Nominating Committee

Beginning this July, Mark Turek, Bruce Smith, Linda Lindeman, Joy Huebner, Barry Cohen, and Pastor
John will begin the process of selecting and nominating three (3+) candidates for elder and one (1)

: candidate for trustee who will be voted on during the congregational meeting later this fall. Your input

to the committee members is very important to this process in selecting the leadership for our church.
Please contact them with your comments or suggestions of members of FPC.

The Bible teaches that Elders should be able to lead the church through Christ-like example. Please
prayerfully consider any man or woman who you think could serve as a godly, servant-leader and sub-
mit his/her name.

Among the names suggested, the committee needs additional information to decide whom to
nominate. Please comment on your candidate(s) in such areas as Church Involvement:
attendance at public worship, participation in church activities, offices held, services rendered;
Christian Living in Daily Life: within the family, at work, in the community; and Personal
Characteristics and Skills: cooperativeness, willingness to learn, ability to follow through on

' assignments, openness to new ideas, maturity of judgment . Please elaborate on your candidates’

[ ————————————— ———————————————————————— ——— —

particular qualifications for this office. Thank You!
—Mark Turek (431-0093), Committee Chairperson

Name(s) of Nominee(s) or position of: Elder or Trustee

|

Church Involvement:

Christian Living in Daily Life:

Personal Characteristics and Skills:

Particular Qualifications:
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THANK YOU!

We just finished up a fantastic year of ZONE and there are so mahy people ]
want to thank. TAe had a really great Year learhing about several different Rible
Characters. We had storytellers who would bring these Characters to life for
the Kids. e got to learh about Joseph ahd about God’s enduring faithfulhess
t0 him. e learned about all 12 disCiples and the amazing things theyve wit-
nessed while following Jesus - not to mention Elijah and Joshua. Having the
storytellers there to play the role of Joseph, Peter, or even Judas brought the
Bible to life for these Kids unlike anything else. Then we had our guides who
would help the Kids with their Crafts or games and ask the Kids what they
learhed from the storytellers. They reinforced what they had just learnhed by
asking questions to get their minds moving about the stories they just heard.
Whether it was making fruit pizzas for the Fruit of the Spirit lessons or Crush-
ing the walls of Jericho like Joshua and his men, it added to the experience of
learnhing for them. And, Of Course, we had a terrifiC group Of faithful people
who showed up each and every week to Create those personal relationships
with the Kids. Qur shepherds were a blessing to me ahd to the Kids as well as
they worked with them to learn their memory verses and talk to them about the
stories we |learned. e had a great group Of people who helped throughout the
year bring the stories from the Bible to the children in a really SpeCial way.
Whether you helped one time Or twenty, 1 Can’t say thank you enough for all
that you did! This program would hot be a success without such dedicated
people. So T'd like to extend my sinCere gratitude to the following people....

Donna Burkey James Burkey
Chris Yepsen Lee Anhn Havenga
Shawn Yepsen Nathalie Schmidt
Julie Angus Anhnha Schmidt
Pete Trolinger Jennifer Q’Conner
John Walker Diahe Farrell
Debbie Walker Lisa Mestelle

Danielle Ehret

I thank you for your dedicatioh and service to our children. J
*please accept my apology if I left anyone out
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COMING THIS SUMMER!

First Presbyterian will be having a brand new summer
series for all children ages 3 yrs to 3™ grade during
our normal Children’s Church hour. We will be starting a
13-week series on the 23™ Psalm starting June 6" and
lasting throughout the summer. This is a series that will
deeply explore one of the most popular Psalms in the Bible.
Each week will focus on a section of that chapter and will
give the children new ways of looking at it through crafts, activities, stories, and
creative options that bring that Psalm
to life. During the service, the children will be dismissed and
will be taken downstairs to the East Room and parents
will be asked to pick their children up there when they
are done. We are very excited to be offering this new program
to our children and we hope you are too! If you are
interested in helping out or have any questions about the
Travel Guide Series, please contact Lori Trolinger (795-6791)
for more information.

Opportunity School has an exciting preschool program for 2 yr olds
beginning its second year in the fall.

This is a class that the children attend with either a parent or caregiver and is an
hour and a half long. The class is offered on Fridays and is a wonderful way to
introduce your child to the amazing programs at Opportunity Schools as well as get
them learning in fun and creative ways. If you are interested in finding out more,
please contact Director Peggy Baxter at 815-433-2731.
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Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him and he will make
your paths straight. —Proverbs 3:5-6

If you are interested in helping,
please see Lori Trolinger or Pastor
John Walker for more information.

troll@mtco.com
jwalker@ottawafirstpres.org
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES!!

Lizz Koestler
Scotty Gerkitz
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Elevator Phone

A few weeks ago, Mary Lou Smith became trapped in the Church elevator while cleaning the
Church. Fortunately she was able to escape after just a few minutes. We put an “Out of Order”
sign on the elevator and had a technician come in to look at it. A floor sensor had failed causing
the problem. We had the technician replace all four floor sensors and now the elevator is safe
and in good working condition. A couple of weeks later, someone became trapped in the elevator
in the Illinois Valley Eye Institute building, and it took the Fire Dept. to get them out.

We will be required to have a phone installed in the elevator by 2015. The Trustee Committee
would like to have a phone installed this year. It would cost $700. to $800. to have the phone
installed, with an additional $30.00 per month for the additional phone line.

If anyone would like to contribute for this phone, it would be greatly appreciated. Any donations
can be directed to the Church Office. Please indicate your contribution is for the “Elevator Phone”.

HANDY FOOD RECEIPTS
Please save your receipts and bring them to church.
We can earn 1% of the receipts totals for our church!

Boxes will be in Scott Hall and on the table by the church offices.

HHHHHNHHHHHHNHHHHHHNHHUUUU#NHHHHE

Children’s Father’s Day Bell Choir
Ages 4-12
We are having a children’s Father’s Day Bell Choir for ages 4-12. We are planning to
play for Sunday worship service June 20, 2010 at the 9:30 a.m. service.
There are 2 rehearsals as follows:

&
99
&
99
Saturday June 12, 9:15 a.m. in Scott Hall J’
Jd
Jd
&
&

Saturday June 19, 9:15 a.m. in Scott Hall
Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board outside the choir room.
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES:

In Ottawa

COMMUNITY FOOD BASKET “PLANT-A-ROW”

It's that time of year when we all love to get outside after a long winter. Are you planting a
garden? Why not consider planting an extra row or two that can be donated to the Food
Basket to help those in need. Nothing tastes better and is healthier than something fresh
from the garden. If you have some produce to donate, just drop it off at the Food Basket
during their open hours. They will even weigh the produce and give you a receipt for tax
purposes.

OTTAWA REGIONAL HOSPITAL HOSPICE

The Ottawa Regional Hospital Home Hospice program is looking for volunteers to join their
team. Hospice is an emotionally and palliative care program for patients who have a life
expectancy of 6 months or less. The Hospice team provides comfort and care to patients
and their families, at the end of life. Volunteers are an incredible asset to the team and the
families by providing respite, companionship, comfort and support. One thing a volunteer
may do is help a patient write their ‘Memory Book’. This gives them a way to share the
story of their lives for their loved ones.

If you are interested in becoming a part of this worthwhile program please contact Brittany
Duggan, LSW at 815-431-5569 or bduggan@ottawaregional.org .

A SERVANT’S HEART is looking for people to help work in their soup kitchen for the
spring and summer months. They will be open 7 days a week this year, and with the
economy the way it is, they are anticipating many will be needing this important service.
The soup kitchen will be open from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Volunteers would need to arrive at
7 p.m. and be able to stay to help clean up when finished.

This evening soup kitchen will be open, starting May 10 and stay open until October 1 to
cover the time when the PADS shelter is closed.

If you have any questions or would like to sign up for a day or more, please call

Nicchol Bolatto (434-3470). If no answer, please leave a message or email them at
aservantsheart_helping@yahoo.com

In Guatemala

SERVING WITH MISSIONARIES, CRAIG & PEGGY HARVEY

The mission committee is planning a trip to Jobompiche either in early November or early
December. Airplane tickets need to be purchased way in advance because of limited
flights and seats from Guatemala City to Flores. Therefore we need to know if you are
interested in this trip by June 6. The trip usually includes some manual labor and lots of
fun working with children and adults in surrounding villages, plus the chance to learn
more about their beautiful country. Total cost of the trip is normally around $1200 to
$1500, depending on airline ticket prices.

If you think you are even a little bit interested, please contact Dianne Jamison (433-1045)
as soon as possible!
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WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
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Vital Conference 2010:

We interact with people everyday who are curious about God but not interested in church. How do
you help them find God’s truth? It is vital work and there is a Vital Conference to help you take the
next step. Coming in the fall...Vital Conference 2010. “Make the most of every opportunity” from
Col. 4:5 is our theme for the Q Place conference to be held Thursday evening, Sept. 23—Saturday
afternoon, Sept. 25. The conference will be held at the lovely Q Center in St. Charles, IL. Call
Nancy Klaassen at (815) 434-1869 if you have questions or visit the website page at
www.QPlace.com to learn more.
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o, A Servant’s Heart:

Their soup kitchen will be open in the evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed to
W help keep this running smoothly for the summer. Please contact Nicchol at 434-3470 if you would
ﬂf be able to help. The soup kitchen is located at 1001 Clinton St.

0

& Ottawa Community Food Basket:

Donations for the Food Basket for the month of June will be canned meats (tuna, chicken, spam,
W etc). Let’s fill the barrels at the entrances to our sanctuary and see if we can do even more to share
‘Lgﬁ our gifts with the less fortunate in our community. Monetary donations may also be given; just be
sure to designate that it is for the Food Basket.

Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong.

Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesn’t)? Please call us so that we
may provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that “someone” who needs God’s hug.

« Jackie Bean 434-3380 Karen Cohen 433-4308
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;‘g Why not join a small group? At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences ;‘g
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W
W

£ £ £ £ £

s, encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know,

‘? understand and apply God’s word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and

“ caring. Want to join a small group? It's easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group
leaders listed below:

! Lloyd & Diane Chapman (Sun. AM): 433-0368 John Walker/Men (Thurs. AM): 434-1045

0 Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774 Helen Tammen (Thurs. AM): 434-3860

W Chris Yepsen (1% Sun. PM monthly): 488-0279 Lisa Mestelle/Women-Beth Moore Bible Study
W Betsy Feagans (Mon. PM): 433-5480 (Thurs. PM): 434-2318

%/ Carol Engberg/Women (Mon. PM): 434-0653 Kim Willis/Couples (Fri. PM): 228-7371

o)

4/ Jan & Linda Lindeman (Wed. PM): 431-9904 Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868

f’ﬁ Take the time to check out our growing website!!
U Just go to www.ottawafirstpres.org and enjoy this work in progress!

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Pastor John or

W

W

W

W

W

W

ﬂif Visit
g “sweb Dianne Jamison and we will pass on the information.
W

W

W

W

W

W

on the


http://www.QPlace.com
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I Ladies Nite Out ] s T PN Ny (T 3y,
Tuesday, June 1, 6:00 p.m., at ¥ 2 a7 L L x

|
\
New Chiam in Ottawa | %7 E{ C| ( \\\ // E{ E?
Please contact Idalia Stricklen (434-3268) 1 B . h d |
for info & reservations. & l ‘a ppy | Pt ay.
All women are invited for the fun!! 1
Bring an extra $1 and maybe win a free meal! 0‘;
¥
\
|

JUNE
i . [Jon Bybee, Nicole Stevenson 1
PP S Y S SO S S S S S NP N S S S W W S v | David Damron 4
June Buckingham 8
a KUM JOIN US N\ | Marion Gaspar 9

Sunday, June 6, 12:30 p.m.

Fran Hess, Maxine Brockman, Chris Wilson 10

: Carmela Shea 10
at 1918 Champ_laln St. f(_)r ) Ruth White, Donna Burkey 14
the annual Memorial Day Picnic. Jenna Smithmeyer 17
Please bring your own table service Tim Huebner 20
and a dish to share. Bill Buckingham 26
Join us for food & fellowship! Freda Robinson 29
JULY
All women are invited to Jonathan Freeburg 2

join for fellowship,
food, and fun!
We meet on the 1st &
3rd Wed. of the month at
10:00 a.m.

Contact Jackie Bean

Carol Woeckel, Cody Lindeman, Ryan O'Connor3
Nicholas Angus, Randy Ehret, Jr. 4
Mary Ellen West, Peggy Harvey 5
Drake Stuedemann 7
Joy Huebner 8
Dorene Pratt 9

(434-3380) for more info. g:ﬁ Ea\évgiee,rMark Turek 12
Ann Burns 18

BOISTEROUS MEN g:an:jes Kelely, Gail DiaI,GBergly Haralson ;(9)

indy Zei L

On Sunday June 13, 2010, at 10:00 o'clock a.m. Lill: d;/ Liildn;;gr:{ Seil:;rzey OZc;chary 25
the "Ottawa Christian Men's Boisterous Singing Ashley Nona ! 2%
Club" will present some songs and the worship Esther Seversike 27
service in Washington Park for the 100th anni- Ernie Brown, Pebbles Voigt 29

versary of the Boy Scouts of America.

You are invited to join us on Saturday June 5,
2010, at 6:30 a.m. at First Presbyterian Church
for breakfast and practice, with another practice
on Saturday June 12 at 6:30 a.m. at First Pres.
Lloyd Chapman will be directing us and keep-
ing us on key.

Please join us for food, fun, fellowship, and
song. Contact me if you have any questions.

God Bless.

Jim Keel
N Y _
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STEWARDSHIP

"Freely you have received, freely give."--Matthew 10:8

Jesus just completed an extensive course in basic training with his disciples. He called them,
prepared them, trained and showed them the ropes. As a commanding officer gives final
instructions to young soldiers preparing for military strike, Jesus informs the disciples of the
battle plan. He provides detailed instructions, warns them of pitfalls and hardships to come,
finally, Jesus offers encouragement. We are reminded in this text of all that God has given us

in Christ. He has lavishly poured out his grace upon us, redeeming us, calling us his own, giving
us new life with him. We have received this freely. What has God given you that you could freely
give? Is it time, talents, or treasures?

Could you free up some of these to extend God's kingdom?

Take a moment and reflect on this question.
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YOU TOOK MY PARKING SPACE AT CHURCH

This should wake us up.

One day, a man went to visit a church, He got there early, parked his car and got out.
Another car pulled up near the driver got out and said, " I always park there!
You took my place!"

The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an empty seat and sat down A young lady
from the church approached him and stated, '"That ' s my seat!
You took my place!"
The visitor was somewhat distressed by this rude welcome, but said nothing.
After Sunday School, the visitor went into the sanctuary and sat down. Another member
walked up to him and said, " That's where I always sit!
You took my place!"

The visitor was even more troubled by this treatment, but still He said nothing.
Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among them, the visitor stood
up, and his appearance began to change. Horrible scars became visible on his hands and

on his sandaled feet. Someone from the congregation noticed him and called out,
""What happened to you?"

The visitor replied, as his hat became a crown of thorns, and a tear fell from his eye,
"I took your place.."
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
Summer Schedule Every Wed. |Every Thurs.
9:00 am prayer 9 am Prayer 6:15 am Men’s
250 il O libra Small Grou
Worship Service Y P
égiffvxi?i 6:30 pm 9:30 am
P RIOT Seniors Small
Group
1 2 3 4 5
6:30 am
10
5:30 pm CirceﬁanofFriends [Men’s breakfast &
Prayer Ministry choir practice
Team meeting
6:00 pm
Ladies Nite Out
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
6:30 am
Ii2:30 am Men’s breakfast &
um Join Us choir practice
6 pm Cub Scout
Committee Mtg.
7 pm Session
Committee Mtgs
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10 am
Circle of Friends Angel Food
Orders Due
7 pm Session
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
HAPPY
FATHER’S NEWSLETTER 11-11:30 pm
DAY!! ARTICLES IAngel Food
DUE Distribution
27 28 29 30
- ® O
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Return Service Requested

/ Let God's Spirit REFRESH You This Summer! \

Summer Worship: ONE service at 9:30 a.m.

Summer Preaching Series: “Questions God Asks Us”

(See Pastor John's letter to the congregation inside for more)

* Summer Sermon Series pg. 1 * Congratulations! & More pg. 8

* Session News/Cookbook Reminder pg. 2 * Mission Opportunities pPg. 9

* Important Opportunity Cont. pg. 3 * Win, Grow, Go pg. 10
* Nominating Committee pg. 4 * Food & Fellowship pg. 11
* Thank You pg. 5 * Stewardship/And More pg. 12
* Coming This Summer/Op School  pg. 6 * Calendar pg. 13
* Student Ministry Search Team pg. 7 * Highlight of the Month pg. 14
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